The research grant process: a reference guide for cardiovascular sonographers.
Opportunities for sonographer-initiated research have increased during the past decade. Although research has traditionally been viewed as a nonclinical activity, funding is available for clinical problems. This article aims to increase sonographer awareness of this unique opportunity, encourage the submission of grant proposals, and enhance the understanding of the grant writing process. This review discusses the procedures involved in planning a research project while describing the structure of the research grant proposal including specific aims, background, preliminary studies, methods, potential limitations, significance, budget, and references.